A Palace Library Is Not What Oakland Needs!

The Oakland city council wants to build a luxurious new main library. Taxpayers would take the hit
for $148 million of bonds.

The council wants a palace. If you rebuilt your
modest home of 1,500 square feet at the same
outrageous cost of $733 per square foot, you
would spend more than $1 million!

Meanwhile, twelve of the branch libraties would
divide up only one-third of the proceeds.

Besides the huge bond, the council wants $10
million-plus for custom-built shelves and such —a
separate hit on the City budget.
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That’s only half the story. What about the current main library, a full city block? Would it be
privatized? Or would we pay again for some renovation project? Remember the Measure DD bonds
for Lake Merritt — only later did the City reveal it would chop down hundreds of trees. “Trust us”
and half a plan are not good enough.

We already owe well over $1 billion of City debt. Meanwhile, the council ignores Oakland's urgent
needs, such as peaceful streets. From 1994 to 2005 the council added 357 new positions to the total
budget, but the number of police ended up the same. Our police department is seriously
understaffed.

While basic services decline, it seems every Oakland ballot proposes a new tax — Measures
DD, Q, R, Y, and now N. This Spring the council demanded an increase in the Landscape and
Lighting assessment. Documents showed only 45 cents of every new dollar would have gone for
parks or lighting. Voters defeated this misleading tax hike.

For more information, please see www.orpn.org

Instead of restoring public safety and maintaining infrastructure, the council wastes precious dollars.
Let's send the council a message:

No palace! Vote NO on Measure N!
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